THE BAPTISM OF FIRE

Hungarian citizenship were drafted off to Austro-
Hungarian units. Lieutenant Beck ultimately found
himself in a Hungarian regiment with a temporary loss
of commissioned rank.

After Pilsudski had been interned, Smigiy-Rydz, now
a Marshal of Poland, assumed command of the secret
Polish military organization which was designed to act
independently of the Central Powers. Its ramifications
and posts covered the whole of Poland, and were also
to be found in Russia and the Ukraine. Under Smigly-
Rydz, too, it harassed the Austro-German lines of
communication, immobilized German and Austrian
troops, and everywhere played the part of an unofficial
and secret, but distinctively Polish Army. In one of
the public squares of Warsaw there is a memorial statue
to the legionaries who in this great and notable work
gave up their lives for the cause of liberty in Poland.

Lieutenant Beck, however, was one of those who
survived to continue until the present hour. Although
disbanded and, as it were, controlled, he had his eyes
open for some fresh work to undertake for Poland, and
his attention was at once drawn to the Polish formations
which he heard were wandering about in the depths of
Russia and Siberia.
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